WHO TO CONTACT AT CHRIST CHURCH
LEADERSHIP TEAM | TRUSTEES

YOUTH WORKERS

paul@swym.org.uk
01395 232798
Jon Breeze -Safeguarding
jonbreeze1983@gmail.com
01395 239874
Linda Collins- Mission/Pastoral
lindacollins@stundoc.plus.com
01395 232731
Stephen Derges - Finance
stephenderges@gmail.com
01395 568645
Mally Fulls - Worship/Pastoral
marilynf@moshulu.co.uk
01395 2333526
Tim Moyler - Outreach
tim@moyler.org
01395 239130
CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR

youth@christchurchwoodbury.org.uk
07715 141669
Tim Lister (SWYM Trainee)
tim-a-lister@hotmail.com
07934 370598
CHILDREN’S & FAMILIES WORKER

Paul Friend - Vision & Teaching

Sarah Breeze

sarahb@christchurchwoodbury.org .uk
01395 233425
Messages left when the oﬃce is not
opened will be answered as quickly as
possible.
COMMUNITY CHURCH WORKER

Matt Merriam

mattm@christchurchwoodbury.org.uk
07835119883

Rose Miles

SEPTEMBER 2019

Livi Ju

families@christchurchwoodbury.org.uk
07498 680377
PASTORAL TEAM
The Pastoral Team are available to pray
with people after the service or at any
time.
Contact the Pastoral Team by email:
pastoral@christchurchwoodbury.org.uk
- emails to this address are conﬁdential.
Or call members of the Team as follows:
Linda Collins: 01395 232731
Jennie & Mick Cox: 01395 270292
John Eggleston: 01395 222314
Mally Fulls: 01395 2333526
Barbara Woolley: 01395 232992
Anne Wynne: 01395 268291

ELDER EMERITUS
Henry Fulls

CHRiST CHURCH WOODBURY

worshipping God, serving others and introducing people to Jesus.
Parsonage Way | Woodbury | Devon | EX5 1HZ
Registered Charity No. 1147092
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worshipping God, serving others and introducing people to Jesus.
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ELCOME BACK

It seems ages since the last edition of Cc: News (actually it was
back at Easter) so we have loads of information, updates and
articles for you to look through. In fact, it’s a bumper edition with 4 extra
pages this time round, so settle back with a cup of tea, coﬀee or whatever
else takes your fancy, and read all about it.
As we move into the autumn school term (where has this year gone?) there
are some exciting new developments to look forward to.
Matt, Claire and family join us as Matt commences his new role plus Rose
comes on board as our new Youth Worker. You can read more about them
when they come under the spotlight as our resident investigator (or should I
say, inquisitor?) a.k.a. Richard Workman, pins them down with a number of
pertinent questions.
We have a number of initiatives and events for all ages coming up in the
autumn - so look through the magazine and make sure you save the dates.
And we have information on the launch of Hope4Kibera together with an
update on the Pastoral Team.
Be blessed!
Stephen

CC: NEWS | VIEWS | EVENTS EDITORIAL TEAM
Stephen Derges
stephenderges@gmail.com
01395 568645 | 07929 835796

Mick Cox
mailmic@btinternet.com
01395 270292

Richard Workman
richardworkman@hotmail.co.uk
01395 276906

Helen Workman
helen-workman@hotmail.com
01395 276906

Sarah Candlin
sarahrosecandlin1@gmail.com
01395 277098

IN THIS EDITION
· Cover image: Spree South West

· Pastoral Team update

· Welcome | Contents

· Regular Activities @ Christ Church

· Leadership Team Update

· Hope4Kibera | Abide Camp

· Under the Spotlight - Matt & Rose

· Mission Focus - Varsha

· Round up of recent events

· Who to Contact @ Christ Church

For more details about the Church, visit our website

www.christchurchwoodbury.org.uk
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MISSION FOCUS - VARSHA

Mick Cox

VARSHA was just six years old when she came to the attention of CHILD’s
Trust. Her father had died from TB and her mother died when she fell out of
a tree whilst collecting leaves for a meal for Varsha and her two brothers.
The children went to live with grandparents, but they were unable (or didn’t
want) to look after Varsha. She was now an orphan with nowhere to go!
CHILD’s Trust is a small mission project in India, set
up by Mark & Julie Thomas. Mark has a business
interest in India and whilst visiting Delhi 20 years
ago with Julie, she was handed a baby. The mother
wanted her to take the baby and look after it
because she had no money to raise her. Realising
the tremendous problem in India regarding
orphaned and abandoned children, Mark & Julie
decided they would do something to help, so
CHILD’s Trust was set up. Initially, they sought
sponsors here in the UK to support children that
are in orphanages. They then supported medical
camps in Northern India and it was through one of
these camps in 2008 that they came across Varsha,
who was six years old.
God’s timing is amazing, because Mark & Julie
were just ﬁnalising plans to set up a new project
called ‘HOUSES OF HOPE’. CHILD’s Trust totally
supports Indian couples who have two children
of their own and who are willing to take in up to
8 children who have no one to care for them.
Viswajyoti (meaning ‘Light of the World’) was the
ﬁrst to be set up and Varsha was the ﬁrst child
to be in this new family. Mick & Jennie were
asked if they would be prepared to support
Varsha and they have done so now for 11 years. They met her when in India
a few years ago. Varsha was baptised last year. She is now 17 and a lovely
young lady. What would have become of her if she had not come into that
House of Hope?
UNICEF estimated that in 2018 there were 29.6
million abandoned and orphaned children in
India. It is a huge problem that the government
seems to ignore, but for Varsha and the other
children in the Houses of Hope, there is hope
for a bright future.
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‘grannies’ of the camp we felt
completely humbled to be part of
the fantastic work that Swahiba do
and see the diﬀerence they are
making on a daily basis.
We could say so much about the
week but come and hear ﬁrst hand
from Peter Abungu & Chris
Omondi when they visit Christ
Church on Sunday Sept 22nd and
share a little of their story during the
morning service and help to launch Hope4Kibera in the evening at 7.00pm.
Chris Omondi will also be
sharing his story at Kids Café
on Thursday 26th September
and at Gems on Friday 27th
September.
Woodbury 10K Fun Run
All proceeds raised from the Fun
Run this year will go towards
Hope4Kibera fundraising.
If you can take part, sign up online
on the Church Website or talk to
Barbara Woolley.
If you can’t take part, you could
always sponsor someone who is!
Livi is also planning a Kids Fund
Run as well.
More details will be available
soon.
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LEADERSHIP TEAM UPDATE
Moving into Autumn
September always feels like a new
start - probably because of the
commencement of a new school
year. But it’s also a good time to take
stock and reﬂect on the year so far
before we move into the ﬁnal few
months and 2020 hits us!
2019 has already been amazing and
we have been so encouraged by all
that’s happened and of course, the
contributions of everyone involved at
CCW.
The Fun
Day, despite being
hampered by the weather, was a
great success and Spree, in the new
venue at Westpoint, was superb - see
the photos and reports later in the
magazine.
Our teaching theme based around
Discipleship has been informative
and challenging, with some excellent
contributions, both from within the
church and external guest speakers.
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Stephen Derges

First Sundays continue to be an
opportunity for testimonies and of
course sharing fellowship over the
fantastic lunches - thank you to
everyone who has contributed in
both aspects.
Now, as we move into autumn, we
have two new members on the staﬀ
team - Matt Merriam as our ﬁrst
ever Community Church Worker and
Rose Miles starting as Youth Worker.
We will also be continuing with our
Whole Life Discipleship series and
there are some amazing guest (as
well as talented in-house) speakers
lined up. We have a 24 Hour Day of
Prayer & Fasting (see below)
planned for the end of September as
well as a ‘Superhero’ themed Light
Party and, no doubt, an awesome
Nativity Service to look forward to.
So thank you for journeying with us
and for your continued prayerful,
practical and ﬁnancial support.

In this edition of Cc: News we’ve
put our two new Staﬀ Team
members under the glare of
intense questioning from Richard
Workman to ﬁnd out what really
makes Matt Merriam and Rose
Miles tick. Here are their answers!
First up is Matt Merriam our new
Community Church Worker.
HI MATT, WE’RE AWARE YOU USED TO LIVE
IN YEOVIL, NOW YOU’RE MOVING TO
WORK IN WOODBURY, WHAT HAVE YOU
BEEN DOING IN BETWEEN TIMES?
Short answer: we were still living in
Yeovil until a few weeks ago but now
we’ve moved into our new home in
Brixington, Exmouth.
After a fairly long season of helping
people in our church ﬁnd another
church, we oﬃcially closed last
December. Then we took some time
out to have a family adventure, seek
refreshment, and listen to God for a
few months, travelling to USA and
Germany.
For the last four months since
returning from travelling, I have been
continuing my work with SWYM,
preaching most Sundays somewhere,
and providing training for churches
and charities in mental health.
HOW DID YOU MEET CLAIRE? AND HOW
LONG HAVE YOU BEEN MARRIED?
We are one of the many couples who
met in SWYM! Claire was a SWYM
trainee in Hemyock and Uﬀculme at
the time and I was in Paignton.
We married a few years later in 2006
and then went on our ﬁrst adventure
together, driving 3,500 miles from
Seattle, WA to Buﬀalo, NY in the
States.
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TELL US ABOUT YOUR FAMILY
My wife Claire is a gifted pianist who
loves being around and blessing
people. Our daughter Annabelle (9)
is an avid reader and has recently
fallen in love with cricket. Our second
daughter, Sophie (8), is a passionate
creative who loves stage and
gymnastics. Lastly, our son Elijah (5)
is obsessed with football and loves
walking around the house strumming
his ukulele and singing. We all love a
good adventure and scrambling up
rocks.

WHERE DID YOU GROW UP?
In a small town outside the city of
Buﬀalo in New York State, not far
from Niagara Falls and the Canadian
border. My parents still live in the
house they moved to when I was two
years old.
YOU’RE HAVING SOME FRIENDS AROUND
FOR A MEAL, WHAT AMERICAN DISH

launch of Hope4Kibera is on Sunday 22nd September here at Christ Church
commencing at 7.00pm. Everyone is very welcome and the event is being
advertised in the local community.
Come along, hear Chris’ amazing story, see presentations on Kibera and ﬁnd
out more about the charity, and have some cheese and wine!

ABIDE ROOTED CAMP

Mary Raﬀell & Carolyn Fulls

When we left Kibera in February we said we’d be back and a small window of
opportunity enabled us to join the Abide Rooted Camp 2019. Swahiba start
planning for the camp in May with complete faith that donations will be
received to cover the £50 needed for each camper to attend.
We were part of a team of 30 Kenyans,
15 Ugandans who had come to see how
the camp was run and us 2 Brits to
serve the 120 young people aged 14-20
years who had been invited from the
slums to have a life changing week in
the Lukenya Hills. These young people
have never left the slums so to see their
faces as they arrived was quite
something! The week was not that
diﬀerent from a camp in the UK sleeping under canvas, great food, speakers, worship, games, activities,
smelly toilets and a shower apart from the hyenas roaming the campsite at
night in search of food!!
We were there to do whatever was
needed and found ourselves making
sandwiches, serving food, making signs,
cleaning pots, welcoming speakers,
washing down chairs, helping with arts/
crafts, judging competitions, setting a
treasure hunt, helping with small
groups and generally encouraging the
team whilst getting to know them on a
deeper level. When you have a
conversation with any young person - their dreams and passion all hinge on
whether they can get enough money to pay for their education yet they are
so thankful for what God is doing in their lives.
Many young lives were touched during the week - ﬁrst time commitments
and re-dedications that will be followed up by the team to ensure these
young people are connected to a church back in Kibera. Although the
Page | 13

HOPE4KIBERA

Charlie Collins

WOULD YOU SERVE TO IMPRESS THEM.

When nine people from CCW came back from a 10-day visit in February to
Kibera working alongside local Kenyan charity ‘Swahiba Networks’, they
realised their involvement needed to continue. ‘Swahiba’ means ‘close
friend’ in Swahili and whilst CCW has been supporting their work for a
number of years through our involvement with Peter Abungu, the team felt
it was time for a new independent charity to be known as Hope4Kibera to
be launched with wider community support.
The Kibera slum in Nairobi, Kenya, is the largest urban slum
in Africa and home to about a million people living in dire
poverty. 3 metre square tin shacks are stacked together on a
hillside of rubbish and worse. Families ﬁght the daily battle
for survival against all the diseases of poverty: malnutrition,
TB, HIV, indiscriminate violence and more. The lucky ones
get one basic meal a day.
The only way out of the slum is to obtain a School
Leaving Certiﬁcate, which at least gives a chance of a
survivable income. Swahiba Networks support
children of secondary school age, and their families,
to give the best possible chance of them completing
school. By providing practical health support,
mentoring, empowerment classes, especially for girls,
income generating training and some access to
apprenticeships, young people are helped giving
them hope for their futures.
Swahiba have a vision to open a free school for these
children as many families can’t aﬀord food and
clothing let alone schools fees. They have already
raised the money for the school and built it.
But, they do not, as yet, have the funds to open the school and run it.
Hope4Kibera is in the process of obtaining UK charitable status and a
website - www.hope4kibera.org - will soon be up and running and will
contain more information.
In addition, a separate fund - The John Wynne Poor Fund - has been set up
to help with emergency health care and food provision which will be
administered in conjunction with Hope4Kibera.
You are invited to the Launch Evening
Chris Omondi, who grew up in the Kibera slum, and who is the driving force
behind the school is visiting Woodbury in September. The oﬃcial public

I have a pretty good technique for
cooking a good steak if that counts.
That being said, I would much rather
cook a great curry or roast something
tasty than produce an American
meal.
IF YOU COULD INVITE THREE OLD
TESTAMENT CHARACTERS TO LUNCH WHO
WOULD YOU CHOOSE AND WHY?
I would start with Jethro, Moses’
father-in-law. Partly because it means
lunch could include bacon and also
because I buy into a theory that he,
even as a Midianite, probably taught
Moses who Yahweh was before his
burning bush experience and that
intrigues me.
Next I would say Eve. Again, partly
hoping for something with ham and
cheese, but also to hear what
paradise and equality actually looked
like.
My ﬁnal choice is Daniel. So much of
the New Testament’s view of Jesus is
ﬁltered through Daniel and his
visions, it would be amazing to hear
his perspective ﬁrsthand.
RANK THE FOLLOWING IN ORDER OF
PREFERENCE - AMERICAN FOOTBALL,
SOCCER, CRICKET, RUGBY, BASEBALL,
BASKETBALL.
This list is incomplete! I am, and have
always been, a big fan of ice hockey;
so that needs to be top of the list.
Football is next (I’m not American
enough to call it soccer), then
probably basketball which I played
competitively for many years. I really
enjoy watching rugby (someone
please take me to see Exeter Chiefs!),
so that is next, then baseball because
playing catch with a ball and glove is
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‘Breaking the cycle of Poverty through Education’

one of the most relaxing things.
American football and cricket ﬁnish
oﬀ the list respectively.
HOW DID YOU BECOME A CHRISTIAN?
The simple answer is the grace of
God birthing faith in me. Similar to all
relationships, mine with Jesus has
been, and is, a journey. I grew up in a
Christian home and culture, so had
read the Bible by the time I was
about 8 and spoke with God daily. I
was baptised very young, mainly
because I was so persistent in asking
my parents and my church leaders
eventually gave in. However it wasn’t
until I was about 14 that my
relationship with Jesus jumped into a
new level. At a camp God powerfully
spoke to me about his love for me
and the place in his family he had
chosen me for, despite all the wrong
he knew I had done and would still
do. It was then that I really knew the
rest of my life would be God’s.
HOW DO YOU UNWIND?
I really enjoy walking in forests,
particularly ones that haven’t been
walked in much before (or at least
feel like it) and that have a good
stream/waterfall. When that isn’t
available, a good television series or
book will do.
WHAT BOOK ARE YOU CURRENTLY
READING?
“Heart Fire” by Johannes Hartl, the
founder of the Augsburg House of
Prayer; “The Church as Movement” by
JR Woodward and Dan White, Jr;
“Character Strengths” by Ryan
Neimic; and “Leaving Church” by
Barbara Brown Taylor (audiobook). I
am rarely only reading one book at a
time, but usually have 2 or 3 diﬀerent

books on the go.
WHICH PERSON HAS BEEN THE GREATEST
INFLUENCE ON YOUR LIFE?
Two people come to mind actually.
The theologian NT Wright has
inﬂuenced me massively in my view
of the world, Jesus, and this life we
live; and I continue to be a big fan of
his writings.
Secondly, a young woman that I have
supported through mental illness for
the last seven years is another big
inﬂuence, journeying with her birthed
a passion for mental health and a
theology of suﬀering that continues
to grow and shape me.
SIMILARLY, WHICH BOOK (APART FROM
THE BIBLE) HAS BEEN THE GREATEST
INFLUENCE ON YOU?
That is a tricky question as I believe
change happens in waves, and the
small waves often have a much
longer-lasting impact than we realise.
It is also hard because there are so
many books to choose from!
However, if I had to choose I would
probably
pick
“Revelation
for
Everyone” by Wright. It gave language
for an inner wrestling around
theology and suﬀering that drastically
changed the way I see pain and our
journeys through life.
WHAT’S THE BEST WAY TO START THE DAY?
Darkness outside and a crackling ﬁre
inside, with a cup of tea, my Bible and
time to be mindful of God’s Presence
and his voice.
WHEN HAVE YOU BEEN MOST
FRIGHTENED?
On our honeymoon adventure we
took a train to the top of Pike’s Peak
in the Colorado Rocky Mountains.
However, my heart did not like the
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altitude change and I genuinely
wondered if I would die as I was
barely able to lift myself away from
hugging the ground.
WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE BIBLE VERSE?
That too is an impossible question
and changes every few years.
Exodus 20:21 is important for me at
the moment. Psalm 126 and 1
Corinthians 15:58 have been key for
me the last few years.
I am looking forward to this new
season bringing some new favourites
to add to the list.
Next to face interrogation is Rose
Miles our new Youth Worker.
HI ROSE, WE’RE
REALLY
PLEASED THAT
YOU ARE
JOINING CCW,
WHAT HAVE
YOU BEEN
DOING OVER
THE LAST 12
MONTHS?

REGULAR ACTIVITIES @ CHRIST CHURCH
DAY

WEEKLY

SUNDAY

09.30 Prayer
Meeting
10.30 Morning
Service

TUESDAY

18.30 Chalet Group

WEDNESDAY 18.00 Chalet Plus

FORTNIGHTLY

MONTHLY
12.30 First Sunday
Lunch

14.30 Housegroup
19.45 Housegroups

THURSDAY

08.00 Prayer
19.30 Housegroup
Meeting
15.15 Kids Café
19.30 Smoothie Bar

FRIDAY

09.30 Gems

19.30 Reﬂections
(for ladies)

20.00 Housegroup

For details of other Activities please see the Church website:
www.christchurchwoodbury.org.uk
“Our vision is to reach every person in Woodbury and the surrounding
area with the love of God through immersing ourselves in our
community, supported by a loving, faith growing church.”

Thank you, so am I! This year I have
been living in Yeovil doing my ﬁnal
year of my Applied Theology degree
with Moorlands College and working
at Yeovil Community Church as a part
of their Create team. So, it’s been lots
of running youth groups, writing
essays, and working out what was
next!
WHERE IS YOUR HOMETOWN?
I grew up in Montacute which is a
small country village outside of
Yeovil. You might know it if you’re a
fan of period dramas as they have
ﬁlm crews up at Montacute House
every so often. For the last three
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¨ Welcoming/hosting: on a Sunday morning; connecting with newcomers
¨ Cards: get well, bereavement, birth congratulations
¨ Prayer: at church or in people’s homes as necessary
¨ Home visits: for those who are ill, lonely or in need of a friendly face
¨ Meals: following birth or illness
¨ Counsel: not professional but oﬀering a listening ear
¨ Communion: Pastoral Team or signpost to Leadership if requested
¨ Lifts: for hospital visits or to church as necessary
¨ Bereavement: help and support
¨ Welcome meal: for those ‘new’ to the Church
So if you have a speciﬁc need in any of these areas, do not hesitate to
contact Linda or Jennie, either directly or via email at pastoral@christchurchwoodbury.org.uk
Also, if you have not heard it yet, go to the Church website and listen to Karol
Chew’s excellent talk on Caring on 4th August.

years I’ve been living in Yeovil while
I’ve done my degree and have been
working at YCC. So really, I’ve always
been a Somerset girl!
TELL US ABOUT YOUR FAMILY?
My family still live in the house I grew
up in in Montacute. My dad has just
retired from teaching secondary after
36 years and is looking for what’s
next. My mum works as a creative
tutor for adults with learning
disabilities. My brother Harry has just
ﬁnished his A Levels and is hoping to
start an apprenticeship in software
engineering in September. So, it’s a
year of lots of change for my family
with my dad’s career change, Harry
starting work, and my moving out of
the area.
HOW DID YOU BECOME A CHRISTIAN?
I’ve always known God on some level
as my parents are both Christians
and encouraged us to know him from
a young age. However, I became a
Christian when I was 8 years old after
attending an Ishmael kids’ event and
inviting Jesus into my life. My faith
and relationship with God really
developed as a teenager when I was
able to own my faith for myself and
put it into practice.
WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES IT MAKE TO YOU
BEING A CHRISTIAN?
Knowing God impacts every part of
my life, it means I get to have a
relationship with the creator of
everything,
who
knows
me
completely and is always with me. He
inspires and guides my life and gives
me the strength and giftings that I
need in order to join in with what he
is already doing in the world, and in
peoples lives.
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CARE FOR THE FAMILY
No, not the well know organisation founded by Rob
Linda & Jennie
Parsons, but caring for our church family here at
Christ Church (CCW).
CCW is a caring church for those both within the Church fellowship and for
those people who we know are in need of help and support but who are not
directly connected to the Church. As committed Christians, caring should be
high up on the agenda of every one of us individually. This having been said,
there are two groups within the fellowship who have speciﬁc interest in
caring for others.
The ﬁrst are the House Groups. Being in a smaller, more intimate group
within the Church allows people to make their needs known, or at least for
those needs to be picked up more readily within the Group. House group
leaders have a responsibility for the care of those in their group.
Then there is the Pastoral Care Team (PCT) led by Linda Collins assisted by
Jennie Cox.
When contact is made via the PCT email address (see below), only Linda and
Jennie have access to this and they will decide how to proceed.
Conﬁdentiality is key to the work of the team and it is not always necessary
or right for personal information to be divulged. The PCT has a responsibility
to ensure that pastoral care is carried out within the Church, but will not
necessarily be involved in each and every situation.
So, what speciﬁcally does the PCT oﬀer? These are the main areas:

IF YOU WERE INVITED TO SOMEONE’S FOR
DINNER (SMALL HINT HERE…) WHAT FOOD
WOULD YOU MOST ENJOY?
Good question, I’m happy with most
things really. I love pasta, roasts,
pizza, BBQs, etc.
RANK THE FOLLOWING IN ORDER OF
PREFERENCE: INDIAN, CHINESE, THAI,
KEBAB, PIZZA AND LETTUCE LEAF
Pizza, Chinese, Indian, Thai, lettuce
leaf, then kebab.
WHAT’S THE HARDEST THING YOU’VE EVER
DONE?
I think attempting to maintain a social
life while doing my placement and
my degree is pretty up there!
WHAT STORY DOES YOUR FAMILY ALWAYS
TELL ABOUT YOU?
Honestly the story of my birth tends
to be the one which is most regularly,
and graphically told. It doesn’t exactly
encourage me to have children any
time soon!
WHAT’S YOUR PERFECT DAY LOOK LIKE?
As its summer, probably a day spent
on the beach with friends. I’m
thinking swimming, playing games,
exploring a bit, sunbathing, just
enjoying spending time together.
Then maybe going back to someone’s
house to watch a good movie, and
probably end up chatting ‘till late!
WHAT’S YOUR MOST MEMORABLE
HOLIDAY?
I have lots of great memories of
going on holiday with family friend’s,
bodyboarding and kayaking in
Cornwall. These consisted of lots of
days on the beach when it was sunny
(and sometimes not) or huddled up
watching movies in the holiday
homes if the weather was even too

bad for our parents. Which now I
think of it sounds very similar to my
perfect day!
IF YOU COULD TRAVEL ANYWHERE, WHERE
WOULD YOU GO AND WHY?
New Zealand because its not only
totally stunning, but also is home to
hobbits so how could I not?!
IF YOU COULD CHOOSE TO WITNESS ONE
EVENT FROM THE BIBLE WHAT WOULD IT
BE AND WHY?
I would want to witness creation - the
beginning of everything, the planets,
life on earth etc would be the most
incredible thing. Plus being around
before the fall would be pretty
amazing too.
YOU’RE STRANDED ON A DESERT ISLAND
AND CAN ONLY KEEP THREE POSSESSIONS
WHAT WOULD THEY BE?

My iPhone, a solar powered charger
and a knife. My phone has loads of

useful stuﬀ on it like a torch, Google
to help me work out how to survive,
music, the Bible, GPS etc. The charger
to charge my phone. And a knife - I’d
probably need one at some point and
don’t know how to make one!
WHICH VERSE IN THE BIBLE HAS INSPIRED
YOU THE MOST?
Zephaniah 3:17 which says: ‘The Lord
your God is with you, the Mighty
Warrior who saves. He will take
great delight in you; in his love he
will no longer rebuke you, but will
rejoice over you with singing’ (NIV).
This has so inspired me because
when I have felt scared or alone it
teaches me that God is always with
me, when I do wrong he forgives, and
just as I sing worship to him, he sings
of his love for me too!
Many thanks to Matt & Rose for
bearing their souls!

A ROUND-UP OF RECENT EVENTS

We were entertained by Good Traditions, the All Sorts String Band and Abi
Seymour. There was also a demonstration by the Mushin Jyuku Karate
Club. This is run by Rob Selby (4th
Dan) in the Village Hall on Sunday
mornings at 10.00am. After a
warm-up session showing the
various moves, there was an
audible intake of breath from
onlookers as some of the senior
members demonstrated a few
throws
accompanied
by
resounding crashes onto the hall ﬂoor. Perhaps next year if we can get Rob
and his group back, he might encourage a few volunteers to take part.
We are very grateful to all those who helped make the day as successful as it
could be. Turn out from the village was quite modest but at least everyone
now knows the Fun Day happens no matter the weather. Hopefully, next
year we will be back to normal.

THE WEDDING OF
CLAIR & NEAL
What a wonderful day as Clair & Neal
celebrated their Wedding Day here at
Christ Church. We wish Mr & Mrs Apps a
long, happy and fruitful marriage as
they settle in Plymouth.

WOODBURY FUN DAY 2019

SPREE 2019

Well, it had to happen some time! For
the ﬁrst time since 2008 the Fun Day
was moved into the Village Hall. As a
result of predicted wet and windy
weather the bouncy castle company
cancelled our booking because of
health and safety issues. Of course,
Saturday afternoon turned out warm
and sunny!

An amazing weekend of fun activities, great worship and teaching and plenty
of sun and wind - especially as tents were being set up!
Over 1,500 attended the ﬁrst ever Westpoint Spree with around 150 making
ﬁrst-time commitments or re-dedications. See photos on the front cover.

The Village Hall proved to be an excellent alternative venue although we did
miss the bouncies, skittles and tug of war. The organisers and helpers
adapted well to the new venue with the usual food stalls, sideshows, nail and
face painting and massage ‘parlour’ all being available.
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bad for our parents. Which now I
think of it sounds very similar to my
perfect day!
IF YOU COULD TRAVEL ANYWHERE, WHERE
WOULD YOU GO AND WHY?
New Zealand because its not only
totally stunning, but also is home to
hobbits so how could I not?!
IF YOU COULD CHOOSE TO WITNESS ONE
EVENT FROM THE BIBLE WHAT WOULD IT
BE AND WHY?
I would want to witness creation - the
beginning of everything, the planets,
life on earth etc would be the most
incredible thing. Plus being around
before the fall would be pretty
amazing too.
YOU’RE STRANDED ON A DESERT ISLAND
AND CAN ONLY KEEP THREE POSSESSIONS
WHAT WOULD THEY BE?

My iPhone, a solar powered charger
and a knife. My phone has loads of

useful stuﬀ on it like a torch, Google
to help me work out how to survive,
music, the Bible, GPS etc. The charger
to charge my phone. And a knife - I’d
probably need one at some point and
don’t know how to make one!
WHICH VERSE IN THE BIBLE HAS INSPIRED
YOU THE MOST?
Zephaniah 3:17 which says: ‘The Lord
your God is with you, the Mighty
Warrior who saves. He will take
great delight in you; in his love he
will no longer rebuke you, but will
rejoice over you with singing’ (NIV).
This has so inspired me because
when I have felt scared or alone it
teaches me that God is always with
me, when I do wrong he forgives, and
just as I sing worship to him, he sings
of his love for me too!
Many thanks to Matt & Rose for
bearing their souls!

A ROUND-UP OF RECENT EVENTS

We were entertained by Good Traditions, the All Sorts String Band and Abi
Seymour. There was also a demonstration by the Mushin Jyuku Karate
Club. This is run by Rob Selby (4th
Dan) in the Village Hall on Sunday
mornings at 10.00am. After a
warm-up session showing the
various moves, there was an
audible intake of breath from
onlookers as some of the senior
members demonstrated a few
throws
accompanied
by
resounding crashes onto the hall ﬂoor. Perhaps next year if we can get Rob
and his group back, he might encourage a few volunteers to take part.
We are very grateful to all those who helped make the day as successful as it
could be. Turn out from the village was quite modest but at least everyone
now knows the Fun Day happens no matter the weather. Hopefully, next
year we will be back to normal.

THE WEDDING OF
CLAIR & NEAL
What a wonderful day as Clair & Neal
celebrated their Wedding Day here at
Christ Church. We wish Mr & Mrs Apps a
long, happy and fruitful marriage as
they settle in Plymouth.

WOODBURY FUN DAY 2019

SPREE 2019

Well, it had to happen some time! For
the ﬁrst time since 2008 the Fun Day
was moved into the Village Hall. As a
result of predicted wet and windy
weather the bouncy castle company
cancelled our booking because of
health and safety issues. Of course,
Saturday afternoon turned out warm
and sunny!

An amazing weekend of fun activities, great worship and teaching and plenty
of sun and wind - especially as tents were being set up!
Over 1,500 attended the ﬁrst ever Westpoint Spree with around 150 making
ﬁrst-time commitments or re-dedications. See photos on the front cover.

The Village Hall proved to be an excellent alternative venue although we did
miss the bouncies, skittles and tug of war. The organisers and helpers
adapted well to the new venue with the usual food stalls, sideshows, nail and
face painting and massage ‘parlour’ all being available.
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¨ Welcoming/hosting: on a Sunday morning; connecting with newcomers
¨ Cards: get well, bereavement, birth congratulations
¨ Prayer: at church or in people’s homes as necessary
¨ Home visits: for those who are ill, lonely or in need of a friendly face
¨ Meals: following birth or illness
¨ Counsel: not professional but oﬀering a listening ear
¨ Communion: Pastoral Team or signpost to Leadership if requested
¨ Lifts: for hospital visits or to church as necessary
¨ Bereavement: help and support
¨ Welcome meal: for those ‘new’ to the Church
So if you have a speciﬁc need in any of these areas, do not hesitate to
contact Linda or Jennie, either directly or via email at pastoral@christchurchwoodbury.org.uk
Also, if you have not heard it yet, go to the Church website and listen to Karol
Chew’s excellent talk on Caring on 4th August.

years I’ve been living in Yeovil while
I’ve done my degree and have been
working at YCC. So really, I’ve always
been a Somerset girl!
TELL US ABOUT YOUR FAMILY?
My family still live in the house I grew
up in in Montacute. My dad has just
retired from teaching secondary after
36 years and is looking for what’s
next. My mum works as a creative
tutor for adults with learning
disabilities. My brother Harry has just
ﬁnished his A Levels and is hoping to
start an apprenticeship in software
engineering in September. So, it’s a
year of lots of change for my family
with my dad’s career change, Harry
starting work, and my moving out of
the area.
HOW DID YOU BECOME A CHRISTIAN?
I’ve always known God on some level
as my parents are both Christians
and encouraged us to know him from
a young age. However, I became a
Christian when I was 8 years old after
attending an Ishmael kids’ event and
inviting Jesus into my life. My faith
and relationship with God really
developed as a teenager when I was
able to own my faith for myself and
put it into practice.
WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES IT MAKE TO YOU
BEING A CHRISTIAN?
Knowing God impacts every part of
my life, it means I get to have a
relationship with the creator of
everything,
who
knows
me
completely and is always with me. He
inspires and guides my life and gives
me the strength and giftings that I
need in order to join in with what he
is already doing in the world, and in
peoples lives.
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CARE FOR THE FAMILY
No, not the well know organisation founded by Rob
Linda & Jennie
Parsons, but caring for our church family here at
Christ Church (CCW).
CCW is a caring church for those both within the Church fellowship and for
those people who we know are in need of help and support but who are not
directly connected to the Church. As committed Christians, caring should be
high up on the agenda of every one of us individually. This having been said,
there are two groups within the fellowship who have speciﬁc interest in
caring for others.
The ﬁrst are the House Groups. Being in a smaller, more intimate group
within the Church allows people to make their needs known, or at least for
those needs to be picked up more readily within the Group. House group
leaders have a responsibility for the care of those in their group.
Then there is the Pastoral Care Team (PCT) led by Linda Collins assisted by
Jennie Cox.
When contact is made via the PCT email address (see below), only Linda and
Jennie have access to this and they will decide how to proceed.
Conﬁdentiality is key to the work of the team and it is not always necessary
or right for personal information to be divulged. The PCT has a responsibility
to ensure that pastoral care is carried out within the Church, but will not
necessarily be involved in each and every situation.
So, what speciﬁcally does the PCT oﬀer? These are the main areas:

IF YOU WERE INVITED TO SOMEONE’S FOR
DINNER (SMALL HINT HERE…) WHAT FOOD
WOULD YOU MOST ENJOY?
Good question, I’m happy with most
things really. I love pasta, roasts,
pizza, BBQs, etc.
RANK THE FOLLOWING IN ORDER OF
PREFERENCE: INDIAN, CHINESE, THAI,
KEBAB, PIZZA AND LETTUCE LEAF
Pizza, Chinese, Indian, Thai, lettuce
leaf, then kebab.
WHAT’S THE HARDEST THING YOU’VE EVER
DONE?
I think attempting to maintain a social
life while doing my placement and
my degree is pretty up there!
WHAT STORY DOES YOUR FAMILY ALWAYS
TELL ABOUT YOU?
Honestly the story of my birth tends
to be the one which is most regularly,
and graphically told. It doesn’t exactly
encourage me to have children any
time soon!
WHAT’S YOUR PERFECT DAY LOOK LIKE?
As its summer, probably a day spent
on the beach with friends. I’m
thinking swimming, playing games,
exploring a bit, sunbathing, just
enjoying spending time together.
Then maybe going back to someone’s
house to watch a good movie, and
probably end up chatting ‘till late!
WHAT’S YOUR MOST MEMORABLE
HOLIDAY?
I have lots of great memories of
going on holiday with family friend’s,
bodyboarding and kayaking in
Cornwall. These consisted of lots of
days on the beach when it was sunny
(and sometimes not) or huddled up
watching movies in the holiday
homes if the weather was even too

books on the go.
WHICH PERSON HAS BEEN THE GREATEST
INFLUENCE ON YOUR LIFE?
Two people come to mind actually.
The theologian NT Wright has
inﬂuenced me massively in my view
of the world, Jesus, and this life we
live; and I continue to be a big fan of
his writings.
Secondly, a young woman that I have
supported through mental illness for
the last seven years is another big
inﬂuence, journeying with her birthed
a passion for mental health and a
theology of suﬀering that continues
to grow and shape me.
SIMILARLY, WHICH BOOK (APART FROM
THE BIBLE) HAS BEEN THE GREATEST
INFLUENCE ON YOU?
That is a tricky question as I believe
change happens in waves, and the
small waves often have a much
longer-lasting impact than we realise.
It is also hard because there are so
many books to choose from!
However, if I had to choose I would
probably
pick
“Revelation
for
Everyone” by Wright. It gave language
for an inner wrestling around
theology and suﬀering that drastically
changed the way I see pain and our
journeys through life.
WHAT’S THE BEST WAY TO START THE DAY?
Darkness outside and a crackling ﬁre
inside, with a cup of tea, my Bible and
time to be mindful of God’s Presence
and his voice.
WHEN HAVE YOU BEEN MOST
FRIGHTENED?
On our honeymoon adventure we
took a train to the top of Pike’s Peak
in the Colorado Rocky Mountains.
However, my heart did not like the
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altitude change and I genuinely
wondered if I would die as I was
barely able to lift myself away from
hugging the ground.
WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE BIBLE VERSE?
That too is an impossible question
and changes every few years.
Exodus 20:21 is important for me at
the moment. Psalm 126 and 1
Corinthians 15:58 have been key for
me the last few years.
I am looking forward to this new
season bringing some new favourites
to add to the list.
Next to face interrogation is Rose
Miles our new Youth Worker.
HI ROSE, WE’RE
REALLY
PLEASED THAT
YOU ARE
JOINING CCW,
WHAT HAVE
YOU BEEN
DOING OVER
THE LAST 12
MONTHS?

REGULAR ACTIVITIES @ CHRIST CHURCH
DAY

WEEKLY

SUNDAY

09.30 Prayer
Meeting
10.30 Morning
Service

TUESDAY

18.30 Chalet Group

WEDNESDAY 18.00 Chalet Plus

FORTNIGHTLY

MONTHLY
12.30 First Sunday
Lunch

14.30 Housegroup
19.45 Housegroups

THURSDAY

08.00 Prayer
19.30 Housegroup
Meeting
15.15 Kids Café
19.30 Smoothie Bar

FRIDAY

09.30 Gems

19.30 Reﬂections
(for ladies)

20.00 Housegroup

For details of other Activities please see the Church website:
www.christchurchwoodbury.org.uk
“Our vision is to reach every person in Woodbury and the surrounding
area with the love of God through immersing ourselves in our
community, supported by a loving, faith growing church.”

Thank you, so am I! This year I have
been living in Yeovil doing my ﬁnal
year of my Applied Theology degree
with Moorlands College and working
at Yeovil Community Church as a part
of their Create team. So, it’s been lots
of running youth groups, writing
essays, and working out what was
next!
WHERE IS YOUR HOMETOWN?
I grew up in Montacute which is a
small country village outside of
Yeovil. You might know it if you’re a
fan of period dramas as they have
ﬁlm crews up at Montacute House
every so often. For the last three
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HOPE4KIBERA

Charlie Collins

WOULD YOU SERVE TO IMPRESS THEM.

When nine people from CCW came back from a 10-day visit in February to
Kibera working alongside local Kenyan charity ‘Swahiba Networks’, they
realised their involvement needed to continue. ‘Swahiba’ means ‘close
friend’ in Swahili and whilst CCW has been supporting their work for a
number of years through our involvement with Peter Abungu, the team felt
it was time for a new independent charity to be known as Hope4Kibera to
be launched with wider community support.
The Kibera slum in Nairobi, Kenya, is the largest urban slum
in Africa and home to about a million people living in dire
poverty. 3 metre square tin shacks are stacked together on a
hillside of rubbish and worse. Families ﬁght the daily battle
for survival against all the diseases of poverty: malnutrition,
TB, HIV, indiscriminate violence and more. The lucky ones
get one basic meal a day.
The only way out of the slum is to obtain a School
Leaving Certiﬁcate, which at least gives a chance of a
survivable income. Swahiba Networks support
children of secondary school age, and their families,
to give the best possible chance of them completing
school. By providing practical health support,
mentoring, empowerment classes, especially for girls,
income generating training and some access to
apprenticeships, young people are helped giving
them hope for their futures.
Swahiba have a vision to open a free school for these
children as many families can’t aﬀord food and
clothing let alone schools fees. They have already
raised the money for the school and built it.
But, they do not, as yet, have the funds to open the school and run it.
Hope4Kibera is in the process of obtaining UK charitable status and a
website - www.hope4kibera.org - will soon be up and running and will
contain more information.
In addition, a separate fund - The John Wynne Poor Fund - has been set up
to help with emergency health care and food provision which will be
administered in conjunction with Hope4Kibera.
You are invited to the Launch Evening
Chris Omondi, who grew up in the Kibera slum, and who is the driving force
behind the school is visiting Woodbury in September. The oﬃcial public

I have a pretty good technique for
cooking a good steak if that counts.
That being said, I would much rather
cook a great curry or roast something
tasty than produce an American
meal.
IF YOU COULD INVITE THREE OLD
TESTAMENT CHARACTERS TO LUNCH WHO
WOULD YOU CHOOSE AND WHY?
I would start with Jethro, Moses’
father-in-law. Partly because it means
lunch could include bacon and also
because I buy into a theory that he,
even as a Midianite, probably taught
Moses who Yahweh was before his
burning bush experience and that
intrigues me.
Next I would say Eve. Again, partly
hoping for something with ham and
cheese, but also to hear what
paradise and equality actually looked
like.
My ﬁnal choice is Daniel. So much of
the New Testament’s view of Jesus is
ﬁltered through Daniel and his
visions, it would be amazing to hear
his perspective ﬁrsthand.
RANK THE FOLLOWING IN ORDER OF
PREFERENCE - AMERICAN FOOTBALL,
SOCCER, CRICKET, RUGBY, BASEBALL,
BASKETBALL.
This list is incomplete! I am, and have
always been, a big fan of ice hockey;
so that needs to be top of the list.
Football is next (I’m not American
enough to call it soccer), then
probably basketball which I played
competitively for many years. I really
enjoy watching rugby (someone
please take me to see Exeter Chiefs!),
so that is next, then baseball because
playing catch with a ball and glove is
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‘Breaking the cycle of Poverty through Education’

one of the most relaxing things.
American football and cricket ﬁnish
oﬀ the list respectively.
HOW DID YOU BECOME A CHRISTIAN?
The simple answer is the grace of
God birthing faith in me. Similar to all
relationships, mine with Jesus has
been, and is, a journey. I grew up in a
Christian home and culture, so had
read the Bible by the time I was
about 8 and spoke with God daily. I
was baptised very young, mainly
because I was so persistent in asking
my parents and my church leaders
eventually gave in. However it wasn’t
until I was about 14 that my
relationship with Jesus jumped into a
new level. At a camp God powerfully
spoke to me about his love for me
and the place in his family he had
chosen me for, despite all the wrong
he knew I had done and would still
do. It was then that I really knew the
rest of my life would be God’s.
HOW DO YOU UNWIND?
I really enjoy walking in forests,
particularly ones that haven’t been
walked in much before (or at least
feel like it) and that have a good
stream/waterfall. When that isn’t
available, a good television series or
book will do.
WHAT BOOK ARE YOU CURRENTLY
READING?
“Heart Fire” by Johannes Hartl, the
founder of the Augsburg House of
Prayer; “The Church as Movement” by
JR Woodward and Dan White, Jr;
“Character Strengths” by Ryan
Neimic; and “Leaving Church” by
Barbara Brown Taylor (audiobook). I
am rarely only reading one book at a
time, but usually have 2 or 3 diﬀerent

In this edition of Cc: News we’ve
put our two new Staﬀ Team
members under the glare of
intense questioning from Richard
Workman to ﬁnd out what really
makes Matt Merriam and Rose
Miles tick. Here are their answers!
First up is Matt Merriam our new
Community Church Worker.
HI MATT, WE’RE AWARE YOU USED TO LIVE
IN YEOVIL, NOW YOU’RE MOVING TO
WORK IN WOODBURY, WHAT HAVE YOU
BEEN DOING IN BETWEEN TIMES?
Short answer: we were still living in
Yeovil until a few weeks ago but now
we’ve moved into our new home in
Brixington, Exmouth.
After a fairly long season of helping
people in our church ﬁnd another
church, we oﬃcially closed last
December. Then we took some time
out to have a family adventure, seek
refreshment, and listen to God for a
few months, travelling to USA and
Germany.
For the last four months since
returning from travelling, I have been
continuing my work with SWYM,
preaching most Sundays somewhere,
and providing training for churches
and charities in mental health.
HOW DID YOU MEET CLAIRE? AND HOW
LONG HAVE YOU BEEN MARRIED?
We are one of the many couples who
met in SWYM! Claire was a SWYM
trainee in Hemyock and Uﬀculme at
the time and I was in Paignton.
We married a few years later in 2006
and then went on our ﬁrst adventure
together, driving 3,500 miles from
Seattle, WA to Buﬀalo, NY in the
States.
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TELL US ABOUT YOUR FAMILY
My wife Claire is a gifted pianist who
loves being around and blessing
people. Our daughter Annabelle (9)
is an avid reader and has recently
fallen in love with cricket. Our second
daughter, Sophie (8), is a passionate
creative who loves stage and
gymnastics. Lastly, our son Elijah (5)
is obsessed with football and loves
walking around the house strumming
his ukulele and singing. We all love a
good adventure and scrambling up
rocks.

WHERE DID YOU GROW UP?
In a small town outside the city of
Buﬀalo in New York State, not far
from Niagara Falls and the Canadian
border. My parents still live in the
house they moved to when I was two
years old.
YOU’RE HAVING SOME FRIENDS AROUND
FOR A MEAL, WHAT AMERICAN DISH

launch of Hope4Kibera is on Sunday 22nd September here at Christ Church
commencing at 7.00pm. Everyone is very welcome and the event is being
advertised in the local community.
Come along, hear Chris’ amazing story, see presentations on Kibera and ﬁnd
out more about the charity, and have some cheese and wine!

ABIDE ROOTED CAMP

Mary Raﬀell & Carolyn Fulls

When we left Kibera in February we said we’d be back and a small window of
opportunity enabled us to join the Abide Rooted Camp 2019. Swahiba start
planning for the camp in May with complete faith that donations will be
received to cover the £50 needed for each camper to attend.
We were part of a team of 30 Kenyans,
15 Ugandans who had come to see how
the camp was run and us 2 Brits to
serve the 120 young people aged 14-20
years who had been invited from the
slums to have a life changing week in
the Lukenya Hills. These young people
have never left the slums so to see their
faces as they arrived was quite
something! The week was not that
diﬀerent from a camp in the UK sleeping under canvas, great food, speakers, worship, games, activities,
smelly toilets and a shower apart from the hyenas roaming the campsite at
night in search of food!!
We were there to do whatever was
needed and found ourselves making
sandwiches, serving food, making signs,
cleaning pots, welcoming speakers,
washing down chairs, helping with arts/
crafts, judging competitions, setting a
treasure hunt, helping with small
groups and generally encouraging the
team whilst getting to know them on a
deeper level. When you have a
conversation with any young person - their dreams and passion all hinge on
whether they can get enough money to pay for their education yet they are
so thankful for what God is doing in their lives.
Many young lives were touched during the week - ﬁrst time commitments
and re-dedications that will be followed up by the team to ensure these
young people are connected to a church back in Kibera. Although the
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‘grannies’ of the camp we felt
completely humbled to be part of
the fantastic work that Swahiba do
and see the diﬀerence they are
making on a daily basis.
We could say so much about the
week but come and hear ﬁrst hand
from Peter Abungu & Chris
Omondi when they visit Christ
Church on Sunday Sept 22nd and
share a little of their story during the
morning service and help to launch Hope4Kibera in the evening at 7.00pm.
Chris Omondi will also be
sharing his story at Kids Café
on Thursday 26th September
and at Gems on Friday 27th
September.
Woodbury 10K Fun Run
All proceeds raised from the Fun
Run this year will go towards
Hope4Kibera fundraising.
If you can take part, sign up online
on the Church Website or talk to
Barbara Woolley.
If you can’t take part, you could
always sponsor someone who is!
Livi is also planning a Kids Fund
Run as well.
More details will be available
soon.
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LEADERSHIP TEAM UPDATE
Moving into Autumn
September always feels like a new
start - probably because of the
commencement of a new school
year. But it’s also a good time to take
stock and reﬂect on the year so far
before we move into the ﬁnal few
months and 2020 hits us!
2019 has already been amazing and
we have been so encouraged by all
that’s happened and of course, the
contributions of everyone involved at
CCW.
The Fun
Day, despite being
hampered by the weather, was a
great success and Spree, in the new
venue at Westpoint, was superb - see
the photos and reports later in the
magazine.
Our teaching theme based around
Discipleship has been informative
and challenging, with some excellent
contributions, both from within the
church and external guest speakers.
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Stephen Derges

First Sundays continue to be an
opportunity for testimonies and of
course sharing fellowship over the
fantastic lunches - thank you to
everyone who has contributed in
both aspects.
Now, as we move into autumn, we
have two new members on the staﬀ
team - Matt Merriam as our ﬁrst
ever Community Church Worker and
Rose Miles starting as Youth Worker.
We will also be continuing with our
Whole Life Discipleship series and
there are some amazing guest (as
well as talented in-house) speakers
lined up. We have a 24 Hour Day of
Prayer & Fasting (see below)
planned for the end of September as
well as a ‘Superhero’ themed Light
Party and, no doubt, an awesome
Nativity Service to look forward to.
So thank you for journeying with us
and for your continued prayerful,
practical and ﬁnancial support.

CHRiST CHURCH WOODBURY
worshipping God, serving others and introducing people to Jesus.

W

ELCOME BACK

It seems ages since the last edition of Cc: News (actually it was
back at Easter) so we have loads of information, updates and
articles for you to look through. In fact, it’s a bumper edition with 4 extra
pages this time round, so settle back with a cup of tea, coﬀee or whatever
else takes your fancy, and read all about it.
As we move into the autumn school term (where has this year gone?) there
are some exciting new developments to look forward to.
Matt, Claire and family join us as Matt commences his new role plus Rose
comes on board as our new Youth Worker. You can read more about them
when they come under the spotlight as our resident investigator (or should I
say, inquisitor?) a.k.a. Richard Workman, pins them down with a number of
pertinent questions.
We have a number of initiatives and events for all ages coming up in the
autumn - so look through the magazine and make sure you save the dates.
And we have information on the launch of Hope4Kibera together with an
update on the Pastoral Team.
Be blessed!
Stephen
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MISSION FOCUS - VARSHA

Mick Cox

VARSHA was just six years old when she came to the attention of CHILD’s
Trust. Her father had died from TB and her mother died when she fell out of
a tree whilst collecting leaves for a meal for Varsha and her two brothers.
The children went to live with grandparents, but they were unable (or didn’t
want) to look after Varsha. She was now an orphan with nowhere to go!
CHILD’s Trust is a small mission project in India, set
up by Mark & Julie Thomas. Mark has a business
interest in India and whilst visiting Delhi 20 years
ago with Julie, she was handed a baby. The mother
wanted her to take the baby and look after it
because she had no money to raise her. Realising
the tremendous problem in India regarding
orphaned and abandoned children, Mark & Julie
decided they would do something to help, so
CHILD’s Trust was set up. Initially, they sought
sponsors here in the UK to support children that
are in orphanages. They then supported medical
camps in Northern India and it was through one of
these camps in 2008 that they came across Varsha,
who was six years old.
God’s timing is amazing, because Mark & Julie
were just ﬁnalising plans to set up a new project
called ‘HOUSES OF HOPE’. CHILD’s Trust totally
supports Indian couples who have two children
of their own and who are willing to take in up to
8 children who have no one to care for them.
Viswajyoti (meaning ‘Light of the World’) was the
ﬁrst to be set up and Varsha was the ﬁrst child
to be in this new family. Mick & Jennie were
asked if they would be prepared to support
Varsha and they have done so now for 11 years. They met her when in India
a few years ago. Varsha was baptised last year. She is now 17 and a lovely
young lady. What would have become of her if she had not come into that
House of Hope?
UNICEF estimated that in 2018 there were 29.6
million abandoned and orphaned children in
India. It is a huge problem that the government
seems to ignore, but for Varsha and the other
children in the Houses of Hope, there is hope
for a bright future.
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WHO TO CONTACT AT CHRIST CHURCH
LEADERSHIP TEAM | TRUSTEES

YOUTH WORKERS

paul@swym.org.uk
01395 232798
Jon Breeze -Safeguarding
jonbreeze1983@gmail.com
01395 239874
Linda Collins- Mission/Pastoral
lindacollins@stundoc.plus.com
01395 232731
Stephen Derges - Finance
stephenderges@gmail.com
01395 568645
Mally Fulls - Worship/Pastoral
marilynf@moshulu.co.uk
01395 2333526
Tim Moyler - Outreach
tim@moyler.org
01395 239130
CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR

youth@christchurchwoodbury.org.uk
07715 141669
Tim Lister (SWYM Trainee)
tim-a-lister@hotmail.com
07934 370598
CHILDREN’S & FAMILIES WORKER

Paul Friend - Vision & Teaching

Sarah Breeze

sarahb@christchurchwoodbury.org .uk
01395 233425
Messages left when the oﬃce is not
opened will be answered as quickly as
possible.
COMMUNITY CHURCH WORKER

Matt Merriam

mattm@christchurchwoodbury.org.uk
07835119883

Rose Miles

SEPTEMBER 2019

Livi Ju

families@christchurchwoodbury.org.uk
07498 680377
PASTORAL TEAM
The Pastoral Team are available to pray
with people after the service or at any
time.
Contact the Pastoral Team by email:
pastoral@christchurchwoodbury.org.uk
- emails to this address are conﬁdential.
Or call members of the Team as follows:
Linda Collins: 01395 232731
Jennie & Mick Cox: 01395 270292
John Eggleston: 01395 222314
Mally Fulls: 01395 2333526
Barbara Woolley: 01395 232992
Anne Wynne: 01395 268291

ELDER EMERITUS
Henry Fulls

CHRiST CHURCH WOODBURY

worshipping God, serving others and introducing people to Jesus.
Parsonage Way | Woodbury | Devon | EX5 1HZ
Registered Charity No. 1147092
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